SPATHCIOZA IN HAJAIL

Otto & Isa DJegener

It may seem strange for residents of the Hawalian Islands
0 burst into print regariing taxa of the African genus Spath-
clea of the 3irnoniaceae. Nevertneless, as three are grown
herc, we wish to dispel some local confusion rezarding them,

The glabrous tavon with scarlet flowers having a silky to-
mentulose calyx with elevated nerves 1s widely planied as a
street tree. This we conslder to oe Spathodea campanulata
3eauv. Accordine to Welwitsch in Iter Angolense, in Journ. Jot.
Londion 3:332. 1745, it occurs naturally in Golunzo Alte and
Cazengo.

The taxon withY leaves densely tawny puberulsnt teneath 2nd
with scarlei flowers having & silky tomentulose calyx with im-
preszed nerves was flourishing about the Zotany Zuilding on the
Sniversity o° Hawaii campus between 1922 and 1927. This 1s men-
tioned in Degener, O., Flcra Faw. Fam. 321. 12/24/34%, It still
occurs, but rarely, in some zardens in the State. In spite of
some leading botanists considering it synonymous with the ablove
srecies, we consider this to be typical Spathodea nilotica
Seem. According to paze 333 of the Iter, this "Bushy scarlet-
flowered tree” cans Srom "Ungoro Glav., Aug. L3°C. Spexe and
Srant's ixpediticn <o the Sources of the rile.”

Recently a +third taxon appeared in the Iclands whic
tanically is of pouest interest, but norticuliurzlly i3 c-us-
1agM2 furer. /e hare nagesit:
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Mon2, Yawaii. Collected by Lester (. Pryan, Jec. 1777,
pe: at U.3. Nat. Ardb.; cotype, U.Y.

A3 "elsey % sayton (3iancardized Plant Names, 3d. 2, 19:2,)
chose "flambeautree" Cor memberz o Spathodea, we here nare

+his new taxon “3iryans flambeautree’ with the vain hope of dis-
courazing its local name of “_ryans Xona gold" from becoming
popular. "iona" applles to a Hawaiian district hardly associat-
ed with the taxon, and "gold" misht apply to any kind of yel-
low-flowered plant whatsoever. The coroila, style and filaments,
instead of being red, are "pumpiin-yellow."

According to retired forester Bryan (letter dated tarch S,
1974.), "iiy seed came from Feter Greensmith of Nairobi, ilenya,
Africa thru David Barry, Jr. who operates the California Jun-
gle Nursery in Los Angeles."” The name "sryans Kona Gold" was
printed Oct. 12, 1973 in the "idest Hawaili Today™ newspeper;
and Oct. 1+ with text and colored plate in the razazine sec-
tion of the "Hawaii Tribune-Herald" u©y lCounty agent horman
Bezona. We had never realized the complicated history of this
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or of a similar form until we communiczated uich Jr. . rederick
G. keyer of the U,3., "atlonal Arboreiur, who sent us 2 copy of
the American Horticulturlszt, Yel. 52. 3prinz 1274. There Jr.
adwin A. Meuninger writes abvout "The Yellow African Tuligp
Tree"” in zome detail. That our form is strictly a cultisen is
gquestionable. According to Hgzeling & Dale (InZizencus Trees
of Uganda. =d. 2. 42. 1952.) "A form with rich buttercup vel-
low flowers, well worth perpetuating, occurs in Buglishu znd a
somewhat similar tree has been found in Mengo."

BISHOP'S "INVENTORY"
Otto & Isa Degener

After eighteen months of research Dr. Luther Harl Bishop
autheored “"Honolulu Botanic Gardens Inventory 1972, a 294 page
book measuring eizht by eizht inches. It was published by the
friends of Foster Gardens Fress in 1973. Its thick ezeshell
brown, Manila cover attractively binds about thirty pases to
Include a "Forward™ and an introduction to seven botanic gar-
dens located on the Island of Cahu. The oldest and most in-
teresting historically 1s Foster Boti.nic Garden located in
downtown Honolulu.

Foster Botanle tiarden, also known as Fesicr Park, had been
the home of the German William Hillebrand, physician to Hawai-
lan royalty and author of the prized "Flora of the Hawaiian Is-
lands,” published posthumously in 1888, During his twenty
years! residence in Honolulu, ¥illebrand (b. 1821 - d. 1725)
cultivated choice Hawaiizn and exotic plants in the garden
aboul his home in Nuuanu Valley. In 1880 the Canadian Thomas
R. Foster purchased the property. He married Hary Ilirabeth
Robinson (1244-1930), also ¥nown by her HYawailan name Nikaha-
12, the daughter of James Robinson and a .Jawaiian chiefess.

A convert to Buddhism, the aging widow had seen the ghost of
Captain Foster riding his favorite horse, nizhis, among the
towering trees in her garden, This dream may have helped the
tactful and understanding botanizt Hzrold L. Lyon (1°79-1957)
to prevall upon Frs. Foster to deed this property to the City
and County of Honolulu as a "public and Sropical Jerk to be
known as Foster Park." Thus the Board of Public Farks and Re=-
creatlon asenmed responsibility for the five and a half acres
in 1931. Botanist Lyon became Director of the Zarden until

his death, whereupon Landscape Architect Faul R. eiszsich took
over the position. By 1972 the Honolulu Botanic Garden 3ystem,
under the latter's able guidance, had grown to seven botanic
gardens comprising 265 acresl

The "Inventory" proper lists the plants by binomials, for-
tunately with authoritieg; the accession number, giving the



